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There would be many more things to say about these pro-
vinces and the habits of the people; but not to be tedious,
I will go on to others. Returning to my journey: when I
arrived at Carthagena, the ship in which I came being very
leaky, she could not proceed for some time. It was neces-
sary to wait for another opportunity; so at the end of forty-
four days I embarked in a brigantine bound for El Nombre
de Dios. We always coasted along, and so entered the Gulf
of Vrana, and then into the port of Achla, the town being
situated two bow-shots from the shore. There were about
eight houses inhabited by Spaniards, though when first built
there were many more neighbours: but affairs have been
and are still more declining, both they and the Indians
having nearly come to an end. The greater number have
gone to seek better fortune; and the same has occurred to
FAntica del Darien, as well as to other places along that
shore.
Eight days before I entered this port of Achla,1 a ship
came there from San Domingo, freighted with mules destined
for El Nombre de Dios ; but on reaching the mainland, the
pilot not knowing the coast, and thinking he was lower down
on the confines of Veragua, put the ship about, expecting
thus to get to Nombre de Dios; but was coasting along to-
wards CartJiagena,, when he reached the entrance of this port.
The pilot not knowing where he was, nor where to go, stood
gazing at the land undecided, when it happened that a
Spaniard walking along the shore, seeing this vessel near the
port's entrance, and yet not coming in, feared she would be
lost from not knowing the anchorage; so instantly ran home,
and catching up a towel, tied it on a lance and returned to
1 It is rather difficult to identify the exact site of the once important
town and port of Achla (Bones of Men) : it was, however, to the west
of the gulf of Vrana, and a little beyond Careta, on the Darien Coast. It
will ever be memorable in American history, as having been the arsenal
of the adventurous and able Vasco Nunez, the discoverer of the Pacific
Ocean. (Trans.)